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it is important to realize, was not unacquainted with the like
passion.1
The contrast between Solon's " most licentious verses ",
as Apuleius calls them, and the spirit of the Athenian laws
ascribed to him by Aischines, raises the obvious question how
far " the Greeks " considered homosexuality vicious. The
answer is obvious—or so one would have thought—to every-
one well acquainted with Greek literature : namely, that
it is quite impossible to generalize about " the Greeks"
like that. One can find in their literature every attitude to
sex, from the frankly sensual to the most idealistic ; even,
in the aberrant Orphic movement, the anti-feminist and
puritanical. All one can say is that this last extreme position
is rare, and that, on the whole, Greek theory on the subject
was considerably less severe than that of middle-class England.
On the special subject of homosexuality in particular, opinions
were almost as diverse as on sex in general.
Having given this warning, we may attempt to say
something a little more positive.
First, then, one must realize that all Greek morality
partook of the nature, not of a decalogue—" Thou shalt
not "... this and that—but of those two famous mottoes
inscribed, probably in the sixth century, on the walls of
Apollo's temple at holy Delphoi, " Know Thyself"—i.e. be
candid and avoid hypocrisy—and " Nothing Too Much ".
From the latter it follows that the avoidance of excess,
not complete chastity, was the highest sexual ideal of the
ordinary Greek male; and from the former, that they were
less likely than we to fail to recognize a sexual element in
any complex sentiment or emotion; as, for instance, the
beautifully and nobly self-controlled Sokrates does recognize
it, in Plato's account of him. Hence the puritanical attitude
towards passionate affection or admiration, whether homo-
sexual or heterosexual, is almost completely absent; and
the two poles between which Greek opinions on homosexuality
vary are not the sensual and the puritanical, but the sensual
1 Frag, 12 (D); Plut. Mor. 751 ; Ath. xiii, 602, Apul., ApoL 9, p. 10, This
tune there is no doubt whatever about either the meaning or authenticity.

